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2017 Merrignee 12 month old rams



WELCOME TO OUR WINTER 2018 NEWSLETTER

This is the first newsletter since Jono and Anna took over C.T. Merriman & Son on 1st July 2018 as part 
of our family’s succession planning. We’ve decided to join the Merrignee and Koonwarra newletters to 
provide you with the latest news from the farm, both the merino studs and our poll hereford cattle stud. 
We hope you find our newsletter informative. 

Jono, Anna, Digby, Toby and Zoe, along with Charlie and Pip

HANDING OVER THE REINS

It is with great confidence that Pip and I handed over 
the ownership of C.T. Merriman & Son on 1st July 2018 
to Jono, Anna and their young family.

After finishing Year 12 in 2000, Jono worked on the 
then Packer owned properties across Queensland and 
the Northern Territory, mainly at Newcastle Waters.  
In 2002 he commenced his three-year Marcus Oldham 
Agricultural Degree, which included a middle year 
working for the Kater family’s Egalabra Merino Stud  
at Warren under the highly respected guidance  
of Cam Munro.

Jono returned to Little Range to help manage the 
property in late 2006 after working in Alberta, Canada 
with various cattle enterprises, including time at Harvie 
Ranching which incorporates a Poll Hereford stud 
alongside Charlois and Semmentel studs in their  
farming operations.

In 2007 Jono became a partner in C.T. Merriman  
& Son with his parents, Pip and I. Since then Jono has 
taken over many management roles on our  properties 
Little Range and Campbellfields, especially all the 
cropping and pasture programs. He and I have worked 
together on the cattle and merino sheep, in particular 
with the Koonwarra Merino Stud as it has developed 
since it moved to Little Range in late 2006.

The decision to facilitate this ownership change started 
some years ago. Successful succession planning, as many 
know, requires a large amount of work and arriving at 
this point is mainly due to my wife, Pip’s, dedication to 
work through the arrangements. We commenced these 
discussions with our children, Karina and Jono, after they 
finished their tertiary education and commenced their 
working lives. Discussions continued with them as they 
married their partners, Matt and Anna, until we arrived  
at this point.

Charlie holding a Merrignee superfine 2 year-old ram, which sold for $5,500 at Hamilton Sheepvention earlier in August, 
and Jono holding another Merrignee reserve fine wool ram



We, Pip and I, thank all four of you for your openness, 
efforts, support and help in working our way through 
and facilitating this transition.

Pip and I will still be about to help on the properties.  
I will continue my classer role with Merrignee Stud 
sheep and be around to feed the dogs, horses etc., plus 
the very enjoyable role of accompanying and working 
with our four grandchildren around the farm.

We believe in Jono, Anna and their family’s ability  
to continue the ongoing success of the Merrignee and 
Koonwarra Merino and Poll Merino Studs and property. 
We know that our merino ram clients will have ongoing 
confidence that the stud sheep will have a highly skilled 
and very motivated mentor in Jono.

Pip and I look forward to watching the long term 
continuation and development of both the Merrignee 
and Koonwarra studs as well as the Merrignee Poll 
Hereford Stud and the property under Jono’s guidance.

Charlie Merriman

Toby, Jono, Digby and Anna with their newest family member, Zoe

The Supreme Championship exhibit with its owners,  
La Magdalena Stud, and Charlie

Charlie in action judging the Supreme Championship exhibit

WELCOME ZOE

On 23rd May this year, Anna and Jono, along with 
their sons Digby and Toby, welcomed the arrival of their 
third child, Zoe. They are all settling into life as a family 
of five and look forward to introducing Zoe to everyone 
throughout the upcoming field days, open days and  
at the Koonwarra and Merrignee ram sales.

JUDGING IN URUGUAY

In April this year, Charlie was asked to be the judge at 
the 10th World Conference National Show conducted 
at Altos de Arapey, near the city of Salto (northern 
Uruguay), with sheep coming from across Argentina 
and Uruguay to attend.

The Supreme Championship went to the horn ram from 
La Magdalena Stud, defeating the Champion Poll Ram. 
La Magadalena Stud also won Grand Champion  
Flock Ram. 

The following night an auction, held under lights, saw 
the Supreme Champion ram sell for US$5,000 and the 
Grand Champion Flock Ram sell for US$12,000.

The three weeks touring around numerous merino studs 
in Uruguay and the Patagonia area of Argentina was 
very interesting with tremendous hospitality and never-
ending BBQs.

One interesting aspect of the merino studs in Uruguay, 
was that a number of them also have Hereford cattle 
studs and Criollo horse studs all being run conjunctive 
on the properties.

After the National Show and touring, Charlie attended 
the 10th World Merino Conference held in Montevideo.



The 2017 Koonwarra annual on-property sale saw 
rams sell for an average of $1,936 and a top price of 
$4,800 (exc. GST), which was reached twice for Lots 
70 and 89. 85 of 90 rams auctioned sold on the day 
with a few of the non-penned 20 rams outside. All rams 
were May/June 2016 born, paddock reared with an 
average body weight of 92.5kgs

The number of returning clients was great to see. This 
demonstrated that Koonwarra rams are preforming and 
meeting our clients requirements. We have welcomed 
the good feedback, from both long-term and new 
clients, on the genetic abilities of the Koonwarra 
bloodlines to perform in the many varied environments 
of the stud’s clients. The Koonwarra bloodline sheep 

continue to perform in all areas of market profitability, 
from the wool with its style, type and great fleece 
weight to body weights of well feed lambs and mature 
ewes and their high conception rates.

We were very happy with the way the 2017 (2016 
drop) sale rams presented. They relished being outside 
in the environmental conditions of the year. Their body 
weights at sale time were some of the heaviest body 
weights we have presented at Little Range. They were 
fed early on in their lives but from early winter we were 
able to let them mature on improved pastures with some 
oaten hay and minerals. It was great to see these young 
rams fully develop in paddock conditions.

2017 RAM SALE WRAP UP

Buyer Ian Geppert with his two top priced rams, Lots 70 and 80, with Jono and Charlie holding the rams. Ian with his wife Vanessa and 
their family are repeat buyers. These two 15–16 month old rams were both paddock raised (not shedded) weighed 99 kgs and 101 kgs with 
April 2017 shorn fleeces. Both sired by Merrignee bred sires – KWA U-071 (purple family) and KWA W-450 (white family) – from paddock 
joining. Lot 70 was 21 microns with good SD of 2.9, CV 13.8, CF 99.4% and GFW taken on the April shearing of 105.3%. Lot 89 also had 
very good fleece figures of 19 microns, SD 3.2, CV 17.5, CF 99.4% and GFW 119.2%.



C.T. MERRIMAN & SON LITTLE RANGE (PO BOX 29), BOOROWA NSW 2586
JONO 0427 272 238  |  OFFICE 02 6385 3396 / 0427 289 018

41st ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
Wednesday 26th September 2018, 1pm

OPEN DAY  ·  FRIDAY 21st SEPTEMBER, 10am–4pm

FLOCK RAM SALES COMMENCE MID OCTOBER, BY APPOINTMENT

90 Fine/Medium and Medium May/June 2017  
drop unhoused horn and poll rams

koonwarrastud.com.au  |  merino@koonwarrastud.com.au



The 2018 Koonwarra sale rams have seen several 
different seasonal conditions through their short life so 
far on Little Range – from being young lambs on grazing 
crops to being weaned into a tough start to spring 
conditions as the spring rains arrived late. This start saw 
these weaner rams were looking for the feeders by early 
summer as our pasture growth started to disappear. Due 
to the continued tough seasons we kept the lick and hay 
feeders up to the rams right through summer and autumn. 

In winter the rams went onto improved pasture allowing 
us to shut off the lick feeders and just supply oaten hay 
and minerals to supplement the paddock feed through 
June and July. August has seen the paddock feed

recently had which has seen us resume the lick feeders 
and hand feeding.

The rams were shorn on 12th April 2018 by the local 
shearing contractor, Diamond Shearing. The rams were 
in very good condition at shearing time and it showed up 
in their fleece and body weights. It was great to see the 
rams already at this young age start to show themselves 
as an impressive drop of rams. 

This year’s group of rams have been an eye-catching 
group since they were lambs and they have kept 
developing over the last 12 months into a very good line 
up of rams.

2018 ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
WEDNESDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2018  ·  1pm auction, 10am inspections 

Preview Open Day  ·  Friday 21st September, 10am–4pm

This years’ 90 May/June 2017 drop rams to be offered are a very impressive large framed group from 
both outside A.I. sires and Koonwarra bred sires. As usual these rams have all been paddock reared  
and are ready to adapt to clients paddock conditions.

Koonwarra Stud is a registered Merino stud (No. 1267) established in 1947. A Koonwarra Poll Merino 
stud (No. 1585) has been established in 2018.

KOONWARRA’S UPCOMING RAM SALE



Several agents and clients were able to find the time  
to come to Little Range to look at shearing in full swing. 
Clients and agents are always welcome. If you are 
interested in visiting while shearing on, please let Jono 
know and he’ll be in touch.

2017 OUTSIDE SIRES

Three external sires have been used across the 2018 sale 
group. They are:

Poll Boonoke 026: Progeny has Mustard eartags. 
This sire is a true ‘double P’ polled ram with a very good 
growth and sound wool type. 

Charinga Doc 240: Progeny has Blue eartags. 
This sire is a very good woolled ram and has the body 
shape to match. 

Claypans Poll 323: Progeny has Sky Blue eartags.  
We purchased this sire after the show season finished  
in April 2017 and used him in our A.I. program. He is  
a very impressive large poll ram with a great sire outlook 
and body shape, plus very stylish wool with great fleece 
tests to match. 

This is his first drop and we are looking forward to 
watching this impressive sire’s impact on the Koonwarra 
stud over the coming years. He had his first Koonwarra 
progeny awarded its first show winner at the recent 

Bendigo Sheep Show. A lamb’s tooth Fine/Medium ewe, 
March shorn won her class and then went on to become 
Champion March shorn Fine/Medium Ewe of the show 
against all the older age groups in that section.

KOONWARRA BRED PADDOCK JOINING SIRES

• KWA Charinga / Yarrawonga CHN20: Blue eartags

• KWA Roseville Park 015: Yellow eartags

• KWA East Strathglen 038/040: Brown eartags

• KWA BG 178: Red eartags

• KWA Uniform 071: Purple eartags

• KWA Winyar 029: White eartags

• KWA Winyar 027: White eartags

• KWA One Oak 008: Grey eartags

• KWA Pemcaw Poll: Mustard eartags

We now have all our stud sheep at Little Range 
electronically ear tagged and have built a new large 
electronic fleece sorting table for shearing. Ear tags 
are scanned while sheep are being shorn, then fleeces 
are weighed and the fleece weight projected onto an 
electronic board for everyone to see while its still on the 
table. This gives us very good knowledge of each sheep’s 
fleece weight, particularly when combined with their 
fleece tests done by Riverina Wool Testers.

Each year we publish 
the average results of the 
Koonwarra 20 month old 
stud ewes so clients can 
see what our Koonwarra-
bred ewes are doing. The 
2018 Koonwarra Black tag 
ewes (2016 drop) fleece 
test results, from their April 
shearing, were: micron 19.8, 
SD 3.5, CV 17.7, CF 98.6, 
SF 18.7, GFW 8.9kgs and 
an average body weight of 
67.5kgs. The whole flock 
micron average for 2018 
shearing was 19.4.

We always try to really look 
after our young sheep giving 
them access to improved 
pastures and grazing crops, 
helping them reach their full 
potential of production over 
their lifetime.

Claypans Poll 323 sired ewe who won her lamb’s tooth class at Bendigo Sheep Show in the Fine/
Medium wool March shorn section and went on to win the Champion Fine/Medium wool March shorn 
ewe of the Show against all older age groups (two, four and six teeth).



2018 ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2018, 1pm  ·  1pm auction, 10am inspections

Preview Open Day  ·  Friday 5th October, 10am–4pm

This years’ 90 twelve month old rams to be offered are a very good group and many of them by some 
very good A.I. sires, both horn and poll. As usual these rams have all been paddock reared so they are 
ready to adapt to clients paddock conditions.

Merrignee Stud is a registered Merino stud (No. 4417) and Poll Merino stud (No. 1100) established 
in 1990.

The 2017 Merrignee annual on-property ram sale saw 
rams sell for an average of $1,510 with the two top 
priced rams, Lots 62 and 48, selling for $3,000 (exc. 
GST). 69 of the 90 rams auctioned sold on the day.

83 of 90 rams offered still had their lambs teeth on sale 
day, the average body weight was 72.2kgs and all were 
paddock reared and Aug/Sept 2016 born.

2017 RAM SALE WRAP UP

The two top priced sale rams from the 2017 Merrignee annual ram sale. LEFT to RIGHT: Lindel and John Roxburgh with their merino ram,  
Lot 62, held by Charlie Merriman, and Belinda Holt and, her father, Brian Smith with their Poll Merino ram, Lot 48, held by Jono Merriman.



C.T. MERRIMAN & SON LITTLE RANGE (PO BOX 29), BOOROWA NSW 2586
JONO 0427 272 238  |  CHARLIE 0467 853 396  |  OFFICE 02 6385 3396 / 0427 289 018

28th ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
Friday 12th October 2018, 1pm

OPEN DAY  ·  FRIDAY 5th OCTOBER, 10am–4pm

FLOCK RAM SALES COMMENCE MID OCTOBER, BY APPOINTMENT

90 Superfine, Fine and Fine/Medium Aug/Sept  
2017 drop unhoused horn and poll rams

merrignee.com.au  |  merriman@merrignee.com.au



As we have done for many years now, Merrignee uses 
outside sires in our A.I. program searching for merino 
sires that will keep our wool style and crimp, along with 
bright white fleece while continually improving body 
frame and fleece weight.

The successful 2016 joining of Glenpaen Magic 
encouraged us to use him again in 2017. Our 2018/19 
show and sale team includes a high number of his 
progeny. At the recent 2018 Bendigo Sheep Show 
(July), a Merrignee four tooth fine wool ewe with a 
17.5 micron fleece was awarded Champion Fine wool 
March shorn ewe. The Judge spoke of his reason for 
awarding her the Champion ribbon being due to her 
excellent fine wool fleece.

Another outside sire used for lambs in 2017 is a fine/
superfine sire from Langdene. He has tremendous body 
weight and frame with strong bone and a very square 
stance with the ability to give high fleece weights of 17.6 
micron fleece. Both the Glenpaen sire and this Langdene 
sire are sons of a Nerstane Stud Sire which fits very well 
into the “N” family at Merrignee.

We continue to use our purchased Claypans Poll 232 
sire who gives very good frame size and helps keep our 
bulky fleece with a high quality fine wool type.

Our major influence for this years genetics has been the 
use of our own Merrignee bred sire, which we sold to 
John Ive and his family at the GSSM Merino Ram sale 
in January 2016. John kindly allowed Merrignee to use 
this sire to further develop our ultrafine and superfine 
families. Bred from our Merrignee Alfoxton family, we 
used him in our A.I. program before returning him to 
John. When purchased by John and family his micron on 
a full shedded feed protein of 12% was 14.4 and years 
later is now 14.6 microns, showing a true superfine wool 
capacity for wool style and no blowout in micron.

With the Superfine wool prices rising significantly in 
the last 12 months and the demand for the Italian/
European crimp types with low micron now developing 
into contracts being offered at very high prices, we are 
looking forward to the progeny from this sire.

The 2018 results for the Merrignee 20 month old stud 
ewes fleece test averages, shorn in May each year are:

Superfines: Micron 17.6, 
SD 2.9, CV 16.3, CF 99.5,  
SpinF 16.5, GWF 7.2 kgs and 
average bodyweights 61.2 kgs

Fines: Micron 17.7, SD 3.0, 
CV 16.8, CF 99.4, SpinF 16.7, 
GWF 7.2 kgs and average 
bodyweights 62 kgs

Fine/Mediums: Micron 
17.7, SD 3.0, CV 16.9, CF 
99.4, SpinF 16.6, GWF 8.1 
kgs and average bodyweights 
63.3 kgs

Polls: Micron 18.1, SD 2.9, 
CV 16.2, CF 99.5, SpinF 16.9, 
GWF 6.7 kgs and average 
bodyweights 58.6 kgs

While the whole flock micron 
average for the 2018 shearing 
was 17.4.

MERRIGNEE GENETICS / BREEDING

Champion Fine wool March shorn ewe at the 2018 Bendigo Sheep Show 



With Jono and Anna taking ownership of C.T. 
Merriman & Son, including all the stock, both stud and 
commercial, one of the discussion areas was our Poll 
Hereford Stud. Their decision was 
to definitely continue with the Poll 
Hereford breed as the main group 
and also to have young bulls for 
sale each year.

To ensure our breeding objectives 
we ventured to the annual Poll 
Hereford show and sale at 
Dubbo in June 2018 where we 
were able to purchase two stud 
bulls. The main sire purchased 
was Lot 10, the Senior Champion 
Bull of the show, bred by the 
Holcombe family’s, Rayleigh Poll 
Hereford Stud, Burren Junction, 
NSW.

Jono and I spent a busy two days 
organising our selections with the 
help of his son Toby, who was in 
charge of checking out the bulls 
temperament and attitude  
to toddlers!

As the sale progressed and prices 
reflected the large and severe 
drought throughout large parts 
of Australia we were able to 
purchase another young bull on 
our list. He was bred by the Scurr 
family at their Tahlan Stud.

We are very pleased with these 
two stud bull sires, and while 
grass is not abundant here either, 
these bulls still have their strengths 
of muscle through their back line 
and  rump to the same as when 
we purchased them.

These two bulls will enhance our breeding herd by 
adding frame and muscle while having the milk and 
softness of skin to grow out on a grass diet.

POLL HEREFORD REPORT FROM CHARLIE

Rayleigh Poll Hereford bull that Charlie and Jono bought at Dubbo 2018 

Charlie and Jono also bought this junior bull from the Tahlan Poll Hereford Stud and the Scurr 
family from Texas, QLD



MERRIGNEE MERINO & POLL MERINO STUD
FLOCK NO 4417  |  POLL FLOCK NO 1100  |  merrignee.com.au  |  merriman@merrignee.com.au

KOONWARRA MERINO & POLL MERINO STUD
FLOCK NO 1267  |  POLL FLOCK NO 1585  |  koonwarrastud.com.au  |  merino@koonwarrastud.com.au

C.T. MERRIMAN & SON Little Range (PO Box 29), Boorowa NSW 2586  |  ABN 54 882 884 494
JONO 0427 272 238  |  CHARLIE 0467 853 396  |  OFFICE 02 6385 3396 / 0427 289 018

MERRIGNEE POLL HEREFORD STUD 
STUD NO B2743  |  merriman@merrignee.com.au

REMINDERS FOR 2018 / 2019

SOUTH WEST SLOPES MERINO FIELD DAY 2018 at the Harden Showground 
on TUESDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 2018 from 10am. Both Merrignee and Koonwarra sheep will be on display.

OPEN DAYS PREVIEW FOR 2018 ON-PROPERTY RAM SALES
KOONWARRA Friday 21st September, 10am–4pm  |  MERRIGNEE Friday 5th October, 10am–4pm

ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALES 
KOONWARRA Wednesday 26th September, 1pm  |  MERRIGNEE Friday 12th October, 1pm

FLOCK RAMS SALE for both MERRIGNEE and KOONWARRA commence mid October 2018 
by appointment  |  Two price groups $800 and $500 (+ GST)  |  Contact Jono 0427 272 238

HEALTH STATUS BRUCELLOSIS FREE under C.T. Merriman & Son’s accreditation CW90/33 
All lambs have been GUDAIR VACCINATED each year since 2002  |  Vendor Declared FOOTROT FREE

SEMEN SIRES  
available @ $50 (+ GST) per dose

GSSM SHOW & SALE   
Canberra Showground, January 2019


